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Engineered Stone Industry Takes Action On Silicosis 

Australia’s leading engineered quartzstone manufacturers are introducing a health 

and safety accreditation program to combat the incidence of silicosis amongst 

stonemasons who cut the product for installation. 

Under the program, any customer supplied products by members of the Australian 

Engineered Stone Advisory Group (AESAG) will be required to prove they meet all 

state or territory health and safety guidelines in relation to cutting engineered stone. 

Stonemasons across Australia have been invited to join the accreditation program 

developed by AESAG, whose members are Caesarstone, Smartstone and Quantum 

Quartz. 

Together, they account for an estimated 70 per cent of engineered stone surfaces 

sold in Australia. 

Greencap (a subsidiary of Wesfarmers) is managing the accreditation program on 

behalf of AESAG with the aim of completing the process by late 2020. 

AESAG has been developing the program for the past year and believes it will help 

the industry to self-regulate and ensure appropriate work health and safety 

standards are met when working with engineered stone. 

AESAG and Greencap will work with stonemasons and fabricators to help them meet 

the accreditation standard. 

AESAG is confident silicosis can be successfully addressed through this cooperative 
approach because engineered stone surfaces are perfectly safe when cut according 
to current workplace regulations and the recommended safety standards. 
 
AESAG is also working with state governments in Queensland and NSW on their 
current reviews of workplace regulations relating to silicosis. 
 
A safe working environment is the first priority for responsible manufacturers and 

suppliers concerned about the incidence of silicosis diagnosed among workers 

employed by our customers. 



The accreditation program is a critical step forward for the industry which will most 
importantly assist in creating a safer work environment and also help create 
confidence with builders, kitchen companies, consumers and governments. 
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